
Editor: Greg William Misiaszek, Ph.D. 
Interim Director of Communications, WCCES
Assistant Professor, Beijing Normal University
gmisiaszek@gmail.com

Tribute
In Honour of Nelson Mandela - p. 1

Response to Op. Eds.
Sweet Dreams of Social Democracy and 
Environmental Integrity - p. 1

News from WCCES
Executive Committee Meetings - p. 2
New Appointments and Roles - p. 3-4

WCCES 2016, Beijing Update - p. 5

News from the Constituent Societies
Asia (CESA) - p. 6
Australia - New Zealand (ANZCIES) - p. 6
China (CCES) - p. 7
France (AFDECE) - p. 8
Germany (SIIVE-DGfE) - p. 6
The Gulf (GCES) - p. 8
Hong Kong (CESHK) - p. 8
Hungary (HHECEC) - p. 6
Japan (JCES) - p. 8
Mexico (SOMEC) - p. 8

News from the Standing Committees:
UNESCO-Liaison SC - p. 9

Books - p. 9
Academic Programs - p. 9

Winter 2014
no. 2NEWSLETTER of

South Africa Survey 2013 cover reproduced 
with permission from the South African 

Institute of Race Relations (SAIRR)

In Honour of Nelson 
Mandela: 
1918 - 2013
by Diane Napier, WCCES Secretary-
General, University of Georgia

On Thursday December 5, 2013 
South Africa’s former President 
Nelson Mandela passed away. 
This was a watershed event in the 
history of the country, in Africa, and 
worldwide. Many South Africans 

anticipated the inevitable event with trepidation, as Mr. Mandela 
grew older and more frail. There were familiar questions: What 
would happen when he passed away?  Would there be an eruption 
of violence? (Fears of a bloodbath have been common, during the 
historic 1994 elections and the installation of the new democratic 
government, subsequently at various crucial intervals, and recently). 
Would there be an outpouring of grief, loss and sorrow, but also of 
pride and celebration in recognizing his immense impact and his 
legacy?  Would life in the country ever be the same again? Would 
race relations be destabilized following his passing?  As it turned out, 
there was indeed an outpouring of grief, loss and sadness, but it was 
accompanied by an unprecedented upwelling of expressions of love, 
admiration, and appreciation for all that Mr. Mandela did for South 
Africa, and there was celebration of his achievements, his legacy, 
his impact. These occurred across South Africa, but also across 
Africa and worldwide. During the period of official mourning, a record 
of more than 100 heads of state and other international dignitaries 
traveled to South Africa to attend the memorial ceremony and other 
observances to pay respects to Mr. Mandela. In addition, the events 

Sweet Dreams of Social Democracy and 
Environmental Integrity: 
Response to Carlos Torres and the Emerging Global Citizenship 
Education Agenda

As Carlos Torres has indicated in the WCCES Newsletter, Fall, 2013, educators around the 
world should be paying attention to the recent interest in “global citizenship” by UNESCO and 
other global agencies. While the idea of global citizenship appeared in the educational agendas 
at schools and universities in many places in the early 2000s, the current engagement by global 

Dr. Lynette Shultz, Associate Professor and Co-Director, Centre for Global Citizenship Education and Research, University of Alberta
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page 10

click to continue to page 4

mailto:gmisiaszek%40gmail.com?subject=WCCES%20Newsletter%20Comment/Question


The Process:  In developing this process we were determined to ensure the maximum level of transparency 
and inclusiveness so that the decisions would be democratically taken. We thank everyone for the high level of 
participation. We requested formal votes from all voting members (representatives of constituent societies) and 
also informal input from co-opted members, standing committees and officers. Once the votes were in, after I 
sent out two final urgings and reminders, the Bureau members provided their responses on the final decisions 
in light of the votes, finally leading to the decisions on which societies will host meetings in 2014 and 2015. All 
seven proposals received votes (first place, second place), as follows:

2014 Executive Meeting
1) 16 votes: SEEC, Madrid, Spain (nine 1st place votes; seven 2nd place votes) 
2) 11 votes: CESE, Freiburg, Germany (eight 1st place votes; three 2nd place votes) 
3) 8 votes: CIES, Toronto, Canada (four 1st place votes; four 2nd place votes) 
4) 4 votes: CESA, Hangzhou, China (one 1st place vote, three 2nd place votes) 

2015 Executive Meeting 
1) 15 votes: SOMEC, Mexico City, Mexico (nine 1st place votes; six 2nd place votes) 
2) 11 votes: AFRICE, Nairobi, Kenya (nine 1st place votes; two 2nd place votes)
3) 9 votes: GCES, Dubai, UAE (three 1st place vote; six 2nd place vote)

The Final Decisions:  Based on the number of formal votes, and on the deliberations of the Bureau to make 
the fairest possible final choices, we decided that it was feasible to have TWO Executive Committee meetings 
in 2014 and in 2015, with the leaders in terms of overall votes being selected to host these, i.e. SEEC 
Madrid and CESE Freiburg in 2014; and SOMEC, Mexico City and AFRICE, Nairobi in 2015.   We consider 
that these decisions are in keeping with the desire for increasing face-to-face participation that is needed in 
WCCES, for expanding participation and global/regional representation, and for making the overall process 
transparent, democratic, and equitable.  We would like to thank all seven proposing societies for their interest 
and participation and we congratulate the societies selected—based heavily on the votes from the wider 
membership of WCCES.
 
How the plan will work: Two in 2014, Two in 2015:  Our reasoning, deliberated in the Bureau, is that given 
the elaborate process and the desire for inclusiveness, we plan to have TWO Executive Committee meetings 
in 2014 and in 2015. For each of these, we would like as many people as possible to participate, to maximize 
representation. If a given representative, officer, SC Chair, etc. cannot attend, we urge him/her to designate 
a stand-in who is authorized to serve as a representative and to vote (if applicable). In terms of the WCCES 
Officers at minimum it will be sufficient for at least ONE of the members of the Bureau (President, S-G, Vice 
Presidents, Treasurer) to attend and participate along with the representatives of constituent societies. Both 
President Carlos Torres and S-G Diane Napier are determined to attend each of the four meetings in 2014-
15 if at all possible.  For a given meeting, we hope that member societies from within the surrounding region 
will certainly plan to attend, but also that representatives from further afield will attend.  As is usual, the 
formal meetings will require Reports from all officers, SC Chairs, and other designated reporters to the wider 
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“DECISION: Proposals will be circulated to constituent societies, standing committees, co-opted 
members and Officers. We ask for input in the form of top two recommendations (each year); and the final 
decision for a given year will be made based on all factors including inputs, parameters, dates, places.  
Final decisions will be made by members of the Bureau and a couple of invited persons with significant 
pertinent experience in WCCES.”

We are writing to inform you that the process is completed, and the decisions have been made in accordance 
with the steps outlined in the original CALL for Proposals:

Notification Regarding Proposals to Host WCCES Host WCCES 
Executive Committee Meetings

(memo from President Carlos A. Torres & Secretary-General Diane B. Napier on December 10, 2013)  



WCCES New Appointments and Roles
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Treasurer: Heidi Biseth
Buskerud and Vestfold University College
Faculty of Humanities and Education Science
It is with great pleasure and humility I accept the appointment as WCCES 
Treasurer. My first encounter with WCCES was at the Sarajevo conference in 
2007. The conference provided a new scholar with the opportunity of meeting 
colleagues from all over the world. To find an arena where existing friendships 
and collegiate spirit could prosper, as well as new ones started, was truly a new 
and rewarding experience to me. The work in the Finance Standing Committee 
since the Istanbul conference in 2010 has given me insight in organizational mat-
ters of the WCCES and been a way of preparing me for some of the daunting 
work as Treasurer. It is highly appropriate to thank Professor David Turner for 

his many years of service as Treasurer and the support he has and still is giving me in this position. Thank you, 
David! 
Both academic and personal experiences have contributed to develop my financial competencies which includes 
budget development for large scale international research projects, financial management of international proj-

click to continue to page 11

Director of Communications (Interim): Greg William Misiaszek
Beijing Normal University
Faculty of Education
I look forward to the opportunity to serve as the Communications Director for WCCES.  
In this position I will work to improve how the goals and accomplishments of all seg-
ments of WCCES are communicated throughout the WCCES network and to the pub-
lic, and I will work to improve communications within the network to increase efficiency 
in its work.  In this position, I will 1) manage the website (www.wcces.com), which will 
include building a new site building on the excellent work of Heidi Biseth and Emily 
Mang; 2) continue in the role of editor for the WCCES newsletter, which had its first is-
sue in Fall 2013; 3) assist with publications under the guidance of the WCCES leader-
ship and the Publications SC; and 4) help determine and sustain online and traditional 
avenues of communications.  

Led by President Torres and guided by S-G Napier and the entire WCCES leadership, I will strive to accomplish 
the WCCES goals as they relate to these roles.  In addition, it is my goal to address all member ideas and con-
cerns to increase the access and effectiveness of communications for the large and complex WCCES organiza-
tion.  Please email me, without hesitation, at gmisiaszek@gmail.com.  Over my term, I will be emailing many of 
you in WCCES for content to be included in the newsletter, the website, and possibly other mediums.    

continues on page 11

Historian: W. James Jacob
University of Pittsburgh
School of Education
I am honored for the opportunity to serve as WCCES Historian. During my tenure 
as Historian, I will work closely with Prof. Carlos A. Torres, WCCES President, 
and Prof. Diane Napier, Secretary-General, and other members of the Council 
to help maintain optimal and accurate records, archives, and historical communi-
cation processes. I also plan to build upon the excellent foundation Prof. Vandra 
Masemann laid in organizing and maintaining the Council’s historical records. 
One of the first tasks I am charged with is to digitize the hard-copy archive that 
is currently housed at Kent State University’s Library. The online archive will be 
accessible to the public and indexed with major Internet search engines. In an 

effort to document historical events and significant contributions from comparative and international education 
pioneers among our constituent member societies, I am co-directing with Prof. Erwin H. Epstein a WCCES-
sponsored “Global Comparative Education Pioneer and Archival Project.” This project will survey hundreds of pi-
oneer figures in five languages and include a video documentary archive of pioneer members and leaders across 
the earth. We are actively seeking to identify key historical figures in each country and global region; if you are 

continues on page 11
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Coordinator of Global Collaborations (Interim): Susan Wiksten
University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA)
Graduate School of Education and Information Studies

In my role as coordinator of global collaborations I look forward to supporting the WCCES 
Executive Committee’s and the President’s work in the following current focus areas.: 
promoting an international dialogue in comparative education, strengthening the scientif-
ic commitment of comparative and international education, and re-invigorating WCCES 
as an organization.
The Global Education First Initiative launched in 2012 by the General Secretary of the 
United Nations, Mr. Ban Ki-Moon is a recognition of the importance of the work that has 
been promoted by WCCES since its creation. It can also be seen as a call for new efforts 

including opportunities to advance transversal dialogue among comparative education actors.
My previous comparative education research includes comparing education policy frameworks in Europe, as 
well as comparisons of higher education programs and qualifications in Commonwealth countries. I have many 
experiences working with a variety of associations in Finland, Sweden, Canada, France and Denmark, which 

continues on page 12

In Honour of Nelson Mandela (continued from page 1)

prompted reconsiderations -- and learning anew -- of Mandela’s courage and down-to-earth wisdom exemplified 
in his speeches and sayings, in his actions and determination, and in his advocacy of holding no grudges but 
focusing on reconciliation and positive change. 
 Despite its anticipation and inevitability, when the news of his passing broke on December 5th, it came 
as a brutal shock. As a South African, and also one of millions of people worldwide feeling the acute pain, I sent 
a message to everyone in the World Council. What ensued was an outpouring of responses from members 
of our organization worldwide. Members of WCCES constituent societies shared condolences, reflections on 
what Mr. Mandela meant to  them as individuals, sentiments on how they felt a connection with him and South 
Africa (several members expressed this in terms of their visit to the country for the 1998 Cape Town World 
Congress), and general expressions of the significance of Mr. Mandela’s ideals in terms of our work in education, 
social justice, and civil rights. So within our own organization, WCCES, the response paralleled the national, 
continental, and global responses. The loss of Mr. Mandela also prompted reflections on how we need to honour 
his legacy and his aspirations for a better world, for transforming education and society for all people. 
 On this side of the watershed, we are all left to ponder Mr. Mandela’s legacy and how it will be honoured 
in our own lives and work, and more widely how it will be honoured and preserved in South Africa among all 

continues on page 10

Assistant to the President (Interim): Jason Dorio
University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA)
Graduate School of Education and Information Studies

It is my honor to serve as the interim Assistant to the President of the WCCES. I 
have taught middle school world history for the Los Angeles Unified School District 
(California, USA) and currently researching emerging themes of citizenship construct-
ed by youth in Egypt. Through these and other experiences, I understand that the field 
of comparative international education must help provide the theoretical and applied 
tools needed to comprehensively locate and address some of the most urgent issues 
facing our local and global communities. To more fully understand these issues, the 
WCCES is a vital international organization for the sharing and collective deliberation 
of knowledge, information, and practices related to the myriad of educational and 
social concerns.   

During my short time in this position, I have not only worked closely with President Torres and Secretary-General 
Napier, but have also been in frequent communication with many leaders of the Standing Committees and 
Constituent Societies. Some of my duties have included drafting and editing various communications; providing 
feedback and suggestions for new initiatives emerging out of the President’s Office; organizing a WCCES panel 

click to continue to page 12
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from left to right: Professor Baocun Liu, Professor 
Carlos Torres, Professor Yingjie Wang, Dr. Jun Teng, 
and Dr. Qiang Liu

from left to right: Dr. Qiang Liu, Dr. Jun Teng, Professor 
Wing on Lee, Professor Diane Napier, Professor Yingjie 
Wang, Professor Baocun Liu, and Professor Yimin Gao

Professor Qi Dong (President of Beijing Normal 
University (BNU)) met with officials of WCCES

from left to right: Professor Baocun Liu, Professor Diane 
Napier, Prof. Wing On Lee, Professor Qi Dong, Professor 
Yingjie Wang, CCES President.
(Photo, with permission from Teng Jun, BNU)

Professor Carlos A. Torres visited the 
Institute of International and Comparative 
Education (IICE), Beijing Normal University 
(BNU)
On October 26, 2013, Carlos Alberto Torres Ph.D., President of 
WCCES visited the IICE, BNU to meet with Professor Yingjie 
Wang (President, China Comparative Education Society 
(CCES)), Professor Baocun Liu (Vice-President, CCES), Dr. June 
Teng (Associate Professor, IICE), and Dr. Qiang Liu (Associate 
Professor, IICE) about preparatory work for the 16th WCCES 
World Congress in 2016.
After warmly welcoming Dr. Torres on behalf of CCES, Professor 
Wang briefly informed him about the preparatory work achieved 
so far for the 2016 Congress.  Both parties exchanged ideas ex-
tensively between each other on the agreement, finance, ven-
ue, accommodation, transportation, congress official languag-
es, website, and other important details.  Very satisfied with the 
Congress’ venue and facilities provided by BNU, Torres agreed 
with Wang to strengthen exchange and communication to tackle 
the potential problems immediately in the preparation to make the 
16th Congress one of the most successful congresses.   During 
his BNU visit , Torres also had a meeting with Professor Guangju, 
Chen (Vice President, BNU). Professor Chen expressed that 
Beijing Normal University will fully support the Congress

Professor Wing On Lee and Professor Diane 
Napier visited the Institute of International 
and Comparative Education (IICE), Beijing 
Normal University (BNU)
Also in late October, Professor Wing On Lee (Former President, 
WCCES) and Professor Diane Napier (Secretary-General, 
WCCES) visited the IICE, BNU and meet with Professor Yingjie 
Wang (President, China Comparative Education Society (CCES)), 
Professor Baocun Liu (Vice-President, CCES), Professor Yimin 
Gao (Secretary-General, CCES), Dr. Jun Teng (Associate 
Professor, IICE), and Dr. Qiang Liu (Associate Professor, IICE) 
about preparatory work for the 16th WCCES World Congress in 
2016.
Professor Yingjie Wang comprehensively informed both officials 
of WCCES about the preparatory work achieved so far for it. 
Then, both parties exchanged ideas extensively between each 
other on venue, official language, website, visa, keynote speaker, 
cultural tours, exhibitions, on-the-spot inspection by officials from 
WCCES, and other details. 
Professor Napier was very pleased with the venue and equipment 
provided by BNU after visiting the main venue, branch venue, and 
overall campus. Everyone agreed to strengthen communications 
in order to tackle the potential problems immediately in the pro-
cess of preparation of the congress, to make the 16th congress 
one of the most successful congresses.  During their visit to BNU, Wing On Lee and Napier also had a meeting with 
Professor Qi Dong (President, BNU). Professor Dong expressed that Beijing Normal University will fully support the 
16th WCCES Congress and have strong confidence to make it a successful one. 
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Establishment of the Hungarian History of Education 
and Comparative Education Section (HHECES)
Historically, the Education and Comparative Education Section of Hungary has 
been a sub-set of the Hungarian Educational Research Association (HERA). 
Our section was established at the end of last year with the goal to create a 
new research network based on numerous previous co-operations within and 
beyond Hungary. Professors Tamás Kozma and Gabriella Pusztai will continue 
to guide the future perspectives of this new network, with their research groups 
participating in many cross-border projects and research in Central Europe. 
Our researchers frequently publish in prestigious journals such as the Europe-
an Education Journal.
The goal of the Section is to link researchers of history of education and compar-
ative education to continuously build upon and strengthen emergent networks. 
The Section provides an institutional framework for shaping research groups 
to help create new scientific results. Furthermore, it will foster knowledge by 
having researchers join international scientific communities by participating in 
international conferences with symposia to help facilitate their involvement in 
international projects. The tasks of the Section are to participate in organizing 
conferences, publish the scientific works, and embrace future generations of 
scientists. Our main current activities are focused particularly on the following: 
the history of women’s education, history of religious education, institutional 
history, history of pedagogical ideas, history of the teaching profession, the 
Bologna process, student and teacher mobility in higher education, teacher 
education in Europe, minority education, and intercultural education. We are 
currently recruiting new members to further establish the network. We find it 
important to develop relationships of national organizations with similar profile, 
and thus the reason we intend to re-join the WCCES as HHECES.

Extended Conference Deadlines:

Education, Equality and Social 
Harmony: Asian Experiences in 
Comparative Perspective
School of Education Science, 
Hangzhou Normal University, China, 
May 16-18

For early bird registration, please 
submit abstracts by February 28.
(You will be informed by March 7 whether your 
abstract has been accepted, and will then have 
to register by March 31 to enjoy the discount.)  

The final deadline for abstract 
submission is April 11.  
Please visit http://cesa2014-hznu.com 
for all the conference details

The Australian and New Zealand 
Comparative and International 
Education Society (ANZCIES) held 
its annual conference from the 
November 26 – 28 November along 
with elections.  Below are the results 
of the election.
 
President:  Dr Tom Griffiths, 
University of Newcastle, Australia.   
 
Vice President: Dr Ritesh Shah, 
University of Auckland, New Zealand 
 
Secretary / Treasurer: Dr Laura Perry, 
Murdock University, Australia 
 
Past President:  Dr Juliana 
McLaughlin, Queensland University 
of Technology, Australia

In the second half of 2013, the division 
“Intercultural and International 
Comparative Educational Research” 
(SIIVE) of the German Educational 
Research Association (GERA | DGfE) 
has been very active in promoting 
opportunities for training and exchange 
for early-career researchers. 
On September 30th, 2013, 
the conference “Comparative 
Methodology” was held at the 
University of Paderborn, Germany. 
Forty researchers from Comparative 
Education as well as Comparative 
Literature and Comparative Theology 
attended the conference and 
discussed about different approaches 
and methods in comparative research. 
The conference proceedings will be 
published this year.
From December 09th to 11th, 2013, 
a winter school for early-career 
researchers “International and 
Comparative Research in Education” 
took place in Frankfurt am Main, 
Germany. The event was sponsored 
by the Federal Ministry of Education 
and Science (BMBF). The winter 
school combined presentations by 
national and international experts 
with practical sessions and room for 
the discussion of research projects 
of early-career researchers. The 
objective of the winter school was 
thus a threefold: first, to give early-
career researchers the opportunity 
for discussion of theoretical and 
methodological foundations of the field. 
Second, to enable them to develop 
methodological expertise, in particular 
concerning the use of data from 
large-scale international comparative 
studies on school performance and 
other data sources for further (and 
secondary) analyses as well as the 
use of multi-level designs. Finally, 
to give early-career researchers 
opportunities for exchange and 
networking. A forthcoming SIIVE-
DGfE workshop on comparative 
methodology is scheduled for late 
June 2014 in Berlin, Germany.

http://cesa2014-hznu.com 
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The opening ceremony was chaired by Prof. Wang Yingjie of 
Beijing Normal University

The International Seminar on Higher Education 
Reform and Globalization in Latin America, 
Beijing
On October 26th to 27th the International Seminar on Higher 
Education Reform and Globalization in Latin America was held 
in Beijing hosted by the Institute of International and Compara-
tive Education (IICE), Beijing Normal University (BNU) together 
with the comparative education review. Over 40 scholars from 
seven nations took part in the conference.  Focusing on higher 
education reform and globalization in Latin America, the semi-

The International Conference on Access 
Policy of Higher Education. Beijing
From October 31st to November 1st the International 
Conference on Access Policy of Higher Education was 
held in Beijing. The attendees conducted in-depth ex-
changes and had critical discussions around the con-
ference theme of access policy of higher education, the 
theoretical foundations of access policy of higher educa-
tion, higher education access and equality in higher ed-
ucation, quality in higher education, student subsidies, 
the internationalization of higher education, and access 
policies for international students. 

As one of the ten members of the International Alliance of Leading 
Educational Institutions (IALEI), the Faculty of Education, Beijing 
Normal University (BNU) hosted this conference. The deans or 
representatives attended this conference, who came from nine 
countries: United Kingdom, USA, Canada, Australia, Denmark, 
Singapore, South Korea, South Africa, Brazil. More than 100 par-
ticipants attended this conference. In addition to IALEI represen-
tatives, there were also experts, scholars, teachers and students 
from Singapore, Japan, Sweden, Portugal, Finland, Mexico, and 

Fifth Worldwide Forum for Comparative Education
Institute of International and Comparative Education, Beijing Normal University, September 27-28

This is a unique triennial forum that brings together a wide range of Chinese education researchers, policy 
makers, practitioners, and their foreign counterparts. 
Please visit: www.compe.cn/list.jsp?id=958 for call for papers and registration. 
Deadline for abstract submission and registration is May 30, 2014.

nar was divided the presentations into the following two main themes: 1) the internationalization of the higher 
education and 2) comparing and contrasting problems, policies and reforms in the development and changes 
of the education in the region. Scholars presented on a wide range of the topics within these themes as they 
concern Latin America such as international educational policies and reforms, the profession of teaching, and 
all-inclusion education initiatives. 
The distinguished foreign guests present include Prof. Carlos Alberto Torres, (President of WCCES; Associate 
Dean, UCLA, Graduate School of Education and Information Studies); Prof. Marco Aurelio Navarro (President of 
SOMEC); Prof. Gu Mingyuan (IICE, BNU); Prof. Xu Shicheng (Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Academi-
cian of Honor; Dean, Institute of Latin America, Zhejiang International Studies University); and Prof. Wang Ying-
jie (Vice President of WCCES; President of CCES, Professor of IICE, BNU). Other participants included Prof. 
Chen Guangju (Vice President, BNU); Vice Director Zhou Xiaoxu (Social Science Division); Prof. Shi Zhongying 

http://www.compe.cn/list.jsp?id=958


With the activities undertaken during 
2013, the Sociedad Mexicana de 
Educación Comparada (SOMEC) 
became a more consolidated 
organization.
Since the beginning of the year, our 
old web page migrated to a new and 
more dynamic site to serve as an 
instrument of communication and 
cohesion of the members, who are 
affiliated with different institutions all 
over Mexico.  Now the SOMEC can 
be easily found at www.somec.mx.

The 50th Japan Comparative 
Education Society (JCES) Annual 
Conference will be July 12 -13, 2014 
at Nagoya University.

Cooperation and Collaboration: 
Key Themes 
The past two years (2012-2014) have 
seen CESHK focused on national 
and international cooperation and 
collaboration with counterparts and 
stakeholders. In fact, CESHK’s 2014 
annual conference has collaborated 
for the first time with a new partner, 
HKU-SPACE, to host the program 
and increase visibility of comparative 
education in Hong Kong beyond the 
usual university participants. This 
year’s conference with the theme 
“Policy and Educational Development 
in a Global Context” is expected to 
have more than 200 participants 
from various countries across the 
Asia Pacific region and beyond, and 
will be held at HKU SPACE facilities 
located at Admiralty near Hong Kong’s 
shopping center on 28 February and 
1st of March 2014.
CESHK has also collaborated with the 
Comparative Societies of Taiwan and 
China to host a rolling conference to 
be held in each country every three 
years. This collaboration between the 
Greater China comparative education 
societies not only marks stronger ties 
but facilitates increased knowledge 
sharing, potential for collaborative 
research, and increased visibility of 
comparative education within the 
region. The executive committee of 
CESHK looks forward to welcoming 
you to Hong Kong to attend our 
conference, contributing to the 
knowledge base and to comparative 
education. 
Lastly, the Comparative Education 
Bulletin, CESHK’s official publication, 
has been renamed to the International 
Journal of Comparative Education 
and Development, and is now a purely 
online journal with a core editorial 
board.

Comparative Education 
Society of Hong Kong 

(CESHK)

News from the Constituent Societies

Philippe Maubant and his team 
coordinated the 11th AFDECE 
Colloquium at the University of 
Sheerbrooke, Quebec in October 
2012. A central theme for this 
colloquium was trends and practices 
in evaluation. A following publication 
by the name “Cultures de l’évaluation 
et dérives évaluatives” has been 
published by L’Harmattan in January 
2014.
Among the significant events that 
AFDECE participated in 2013 are the 
followig:  the 15th WCCES Congress 
and the International Symposium on 
Socio-Demographic Changes held at 
the University of Xalapa, Mexico in 
October.
Among interesting publications 
in 2013, the AFDECE notes the 
following:  March 2012 issue of 
the Revue Française d’Education 
Comparée (RFEC) with the theme of 
how  changes in education systems 
affect foreign languages teaching, 
RFEC’s September 2013 issue which 
focused on the concept of  using 
narratives as an approach in teaching; 
and the research guide authored 
by L’Harmattan for graduate and 
postgraduate students, “La Fabrique 
de la Recherche en éducation”.   
The theme of the upcoming 12th 
AFDECE Symposium will be 
announced soon.
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To open up a dialogue between 
Latin American scholars and non 
Spanish-speakers comparativists, a 
book in English was edited by Marco 
Aurelio Navarro with the title of 
“Comparative Education. Views from 
Latin America.” 
As a preparation activity for the XV 
World Congress in May, a two-day 
conference was organized. The 
venue was the Faculty of Philosophy 
and Literature at Universidad 
Nacional Autónoma de México, in 
Mexico City.
We had a large delegation in 
Argentina for this conference and 
it resulted in the publication of 
a book edited by Marco Aurelio 
Navarro & Zaira Navarrete with the 
title of “Comparar en Educación. 
Diversidad de Intereses. Diversidad 
de Enfoques.
This book has been presented 
on a number of academic places, 
such as the Facultad de Estudios 
Superiores Acatlán, the XII National 
Conference of Educational Research 
in Guanajuato, the National 
Pedagogical University of Atizapán, 

Association Française pour le 
Développement de l’Éducation 

Comparée et des Échanges 
(AFDECE)

The Fifth Annual Gulf Comparative Education Society 
(GCES) Symposium will take place from April 9-10, 2014 in 
Dubai.  The theme of the upcoming symposium is “Locating 
the National in the International: Comparative Perspectives 
on Language, Identity, Policy, and Practice.” 
Please visit: 
http://gulfcomped.ning.com/page/gces-symposium-2014 
to learn more about the event.

http://www.somec.mx
http://gulfcomped.ning.com/page/gces-symposium-2014


WCCES UNESCO Liaison Standing Committee

The WCCES and UNESCO:
The WCCES is among the Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) designated as official partners of UNESCO. 
Through this link, the WCCES is invited to comment on draft documents, including UNESCO’s Medium-Term 
Strategy (2008-2013) and the Programme and Budget (2012-2013). These documents were approved at 
UNESCO’s biennial General Conference in November 2013, and may be found in final form on the website www.
unesco.org. WCCES representatives are also invited to join other consultations on a range of themes.
In the education sector, a major focus concerns the Education for All (EFA) objectives and the Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs) beyond 2015. Multiple consultation meetings are being organised by UNESCO and 
partners in all regions of the world. Drafting committees will prepare a set of resolutions for a major conference 
in Seoul, Korea, in 2015 that will build on predecessor conferences in Dakar, Senegal, in 2000 and Jomtien, 
Thailand, in 1990.  Comparative analysis of education is a core tool for shaping the future.  Further details may 
be found on in the section of the UNESCO website about The future of education beyond 2015. 
Allied to this is the 2013/4 EFA Global Monitoring Report, which UNESCO decided would be launched on 29 
January 2014.

News from the WCCES Standing Committees
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Books Academic Programs

New Policy beginning in next newsletter (no. 3): 
Book Submission Process for WCCES Newsletter for 
Summary or Review 
Two types of submissions:
1) Summary of Book: Books must be approved by 
the WCCES Publication Committee followed by the 
completion of a short description of the book by the 
Committee Chair or their designated person (<250 
words).  This summary is not a full review but a 
summary for divulgation.
2) Book Review: All editors, publishers, and/or authors 
who want their book to be reviewed needs to contact 
the Newsletter Editor (Greg Misiaszek, GMisiaszek@
gmail.com) who will select a reviewer.

New Policy: 
Academic Programs’ Submission Process for WCCES 
Newsletter 
There will be policy guidelines determined which 
will be stated in the call for submissions for the next 
newsletter (no. 3).

International Master Program in Educational 
Leadership and Policy (Comparative Education) 
The International Master Program in Educational Lead-
ership and Policy (Comparative Education) is a unique 
program offered by the Institute of International and 
Comparative Education at the Beijing Normal University 
with support from the Institute of International Education 
at Stockholm University. This program, with generous 

International Ph.D. Program in Educational 
Leadership and Policy (Comparative Education) 
The International Ph.D. Program in Educational Leader-
ship and Policy (Comparative Education) for Internation-
al Students is a unique program offered by the Institute of 
International and Comparative Education at Beijing Nor-
mal University with support from the Institute of Interna-
tional Education at Stockholm University. This program, 

continues on page 13
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In Honour of Nelson Mandela (continued from page 4)

South Africans, but also across Africa and worldwide. In my own years of trying to research, understand and 
document aspects of transformation in post-apartheid South Africa, Mr. Mandela’s wisdom has taught me a great 
deal. Through reflection on his writings, I shall continue to learn and to better understand the issues and needs 
in my home country of South Africa in comparative context. Although Mr. Mandela was not a comparativist, his 
essential courage, and his humanity and concern for decency and equality for all people, produced insights with 
powerful relevance for our endeavours in the field of comparative and international education. We can strive to 
do his legacy proud in the coming years.
 In similar vein, the South African Institute of Race Relations (SAIRR, www.sairr.org.za) has been 
a watchdog organization speaking out against racism and injustice in South Africa since the 1940s. Today 
it continues to play a prominent role in documenting development issues in all sectors, exposing corruption, 
articulating policy/implementation issues, and charting sector-by-sector progress including in education. The 
Institute’s flagship publication, the annual South Africa Survey, is an encyclopedic compilation of developments 
and issues in all sectors, a goldmine of information and insight. To commemorate the passing of Mr. Nelson 
Mandela, and to honour his legacy, the Institute has declared its 2013 edition to be the Mandela Commemorative 
Edition, and the 2013 Survey cover, shown on the first page of the newsletter, pays additional tribute to former 
President Nelson Mandela who became a beloved and revered world figure. 
May he rest in peace. May we all honour his legacy. (click back to page 4)

Sweet Dreams of Social Democracy and Environmental Integrity
(continued from page 1)

policy actors suggests the range of ideas and practices currently under the umbrella of global citizenship educa-
tion (GCE) is about to be shifted. As with any policy-setting project, we must ask: who and what is assembled by 
this engagement and where will its impact be felt? As global agencies make commitments to creating a global 
knowledge economy we see increasing room made for private actors with market connections (for example, 
Microsoft’s Bill Gates or Nestle’s Brabeck-Letmathe) as education policy actors.  It is, therefore, necessary to 
identify the impact of international/ internationalized and transnational institutions, agencies, and corporations 
on GCE policy and outcomes at national, local and institutional levels. How will global actors establish the 
norms and legitimacy of particular practices of GCE? How does the network of actors (for example, the people 
assembled at the Technical Consultation on GCE organized by UNESCO with the Republic of Korea’s Ministries 
of Foreign Affairs and Education) “work” to include and exclude ideas and practices? This recent meeting set in 
motion an education agenda that has started winding its way across the world with legitimacy and authority be-
cause of its “global” origins. This process highlights how GCE sits perilously on the fault line of neocolonialism, a 
set of relations that we can understand as those that reproduce and perpetuate international relations (political, 
economic, social/organizational, and interpersonal) that were set in place through European colonialism. Our 
current global colonization rests on neoliberal ideas of empowered individuals existing within privatized spheres 
where all relations (among humans as well as the whole of the natural world) are viewed as commodifiable. The 
neoliberal citizen: mobile, disconnected from place, and “empowered” by an education that teaches individual 
entrepreneurship over connection, and self-sufficiency over compassion, is the ultimate product of a neoliberal 
education.  Can GCE act as an alternative to such neoliberal education or is GCE merely its foot-soldier? Will 
this new global project of GCE be able to resist the many forces working to market/ize the world and its inhabi-
tants? It seems the most important starting point for GCE is a project of pluriversal global justice (Mignolo, 2011; 
Shultz, 2013) based on epistemic pluralism (Andreotti & de Souza, 2013), a shared planet (Lipschutz,1997), and 
a decolonizing education for social development (Abdi, 2012). 
Clearly, humankind faces multiple urgent issues that cross boundaries of social identity and nation state. Educating 
knowledgeable, attentive, and connected citizens able to respond from more than a position of self-interest is 
an important task facing policymakers and educators in all parts of the world. GCE can be a framework for such 
transformational education but it will take a global effort by researchers, educators, and citizens to ensure that 
what is assembled by global GCE rests on ideas of social democracy and environmental integrity rather than a 
hyper-globalized, technologized, global knowledge economy. (click back to page 1)
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Executive Committee Meetings (continued from page 2)

assembly. S-G Diane Napier will be calling for these reports at the appropriate time, also issuing draft minutes, 
etc. for the regular conduct of business at formal meetings, beginning with the CESE Freiburg meeting.

Meeting/s in 2016?:  The World Congress will take place in Beijing in August 2016, so we will definitely be 
having a series of formal meetings in Beijing, as we did in Buenos Aires.  At this point it can be discussed 
whether or not we should issue a CALL for proposals for an additional meeting attached to a conference of a 
constituent society (we usually do have this, in 2013 it was with CIES in New Orleans).  Given the fact that we 
received no proposals for 2016, it might be that this proposing process emerges as a biennial undertaking. 
Informational meeting at CIES??  Many people have asked if there will be a meeting of the Executive 
Committee in Toronto, attached to CIES as has been usual in the last several years. While CIES/CIESC 
was not selected as one of the four successful proposals (see votes, above), we have resolved to hold an 
informational meeting in Toronto for any and all who wish to attend, since many people (including several 
officers) have already committed to come to Toronto (In the context of an informational meeting--i.e. a 
deliberative meeting--if there is a quorum we may propose and vote to make it a formal meeting and the 
deliberations will be expressed as outcomes. This will not alter the decisions announced here for the hosts 
of the other two 2014 meetings). For this informational meeting, we suggest that the focus will be on the 
top priority tasks: By-Laws Review, Beijing Congress planning (if CCES representatives will be in Toronto), 
Finances and budgeting, and Standing Committee issues.  
Congratulations again to the four societies (SEEC/IberoAmerican; CESE; SOMEC; and AFRICE) for their 
successful proposals. We wish to accord Honorable Mention to CIES/CIESC, CESA, and GCES for their 
proposals and for participating in the process. Thank you again to all in WCCES who participated in this 
undertaking. (click back to page 2)

Treasurer: Heidi Biseth (continued from page 3)

ects through annual and long-term budgeting, and the controlling of everyday financial matters in a local com-
munity council. 
Through the work as the WCCES Treasurer I aim to ensure annual budgets to be presented to the Executive 
Committee to increase transparency and strengthen our ability for long-term planning. To improve our financial 
robustness, I will work closely with the President to explore new ways of securing funding for the Council. The 
Constituent Societies rightly ask “What’s in it for us?” when paying the annual membership fee. Besides the 
academic benefits and being part of a global network, I hope to contribute in making travel funds available to 
strengthen the participation in the World Congress, as well as conferences where WCCES Executive meetings 
are held.
The close collaboration with the President and Secretary-General is crucial in my position as a Treasurer. 
Professor Carlos A. Torres, Professor Diane B. Napier and I have already established a close working relation-
ship and together I hope we can serve the WCCES to continue to thrive. (click back to page 3)

Historian: W. James Jacob (continued from page 3)

aware of key individuals who should be included in this pioneer project, please send their name(s) and contact 
information to me via email (wjacob@pitt.edu). Comparative, international, and development educators need to 
have access to historical records if we are to apply the Confucian adage—“study the past in order to define the 
future.” This is our history and I hope my tenure as WCCES Historian can help put our rich history centerfold by 
establishing an online living archive that can be contributed to and accessed by all who have a desire to do so. 
(click back to page 3)

Director of Communications (Interim): Greg William Misiaszek (continued from page 3)

Many of my past academic, management, and technical experiences have given me the tools to help serve in the 
outlined roles. These experiences include over 15 years’ experience with online communications and manage-
ment for several academic and outreach programs as a national program manager, researcher, and evaluator at 
the University of Southern California (USC); attendance at the three WCCES Congresses since 2007; work done 
within CIES including as an elected board member (Student Representative); and my education in educational 
technologies (M.S.Ed., USC) and comparative and international education (Ph.D., UCLA). (click back to page 3)
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SOMEC (continued from page 8)
and the Faculty of Philosophy and Literature at the National University.
To end the activities of the year, we had a call for chapters among our membership for a book with the title of 
“International education and internationalization of education in Mexico”. 
Finally, we are happy to announce that on the dynamics of these year activities, our membership grew up from 
30 to 78 colleagues. (click back to page 8)

Assistant to the President (Interim): Jason Dorio (continued from page 4)

for the upcoming CIES conference in Toronto, Canada; and arranging various meetings for President Torres. 
There appears to be a newfound momentum and synergy in the WCCES. Each week we are working on excit-
ing new WCCES initiatives and events. I envision my future roles in the WCCES as not only providing support 
for the its leadership, but to work towards creating a broader space which can help amplify the voices of a new 
generation of scholars, teachers, and activists that have been influenced by the field of comparative international 
education to help influence others. (click back to page 4)

Coordinator of Global Collaborations (Interim): Susan Wiksten (continued from page 4)

focused on issues ranging from cultural heritage, minority languages education to comparative education re-
search. 
My tasks as Coordinator are numerous and I would like to share my work in helping the By-Laws as a concrete 
example of work I am currently engaged in for WCCES.  The By-laws subcommittee, headed by Professors 
Lamarra and Wang  with support of General Secretary Napier, is currently commenting on a revision of key 
WCCES documents. This is part of efforts to re-invigorate WCCES by e.g. providing new occasions for repre-
sentatives to meet and communicate in-between Congresses. (click back to page 4)

SIIVE (GERA | DGfE) (continued from page 6)

From November 8th to 9, a conference on “Education for Sustainable Development – theoretical, conceptual and 
empirical perspectives“ took place at the University of Bern, Switzerland. This conference, organized by early-
career researchers from the University of Bern and the Commission “Education for Sustainable Development” 
within SIIVE, addressed early-career researchers who do research in education for sustainable development 
(ESD). Twenty-six early-career researchers from Germany and Switzerland participated and had the opportunity 
to discuss their PhD projects and to exchange experiences and ideas. A summer school on “Empirical Research 
in ESD”, which will take place in July 2014 at University of Vechta (Germany), will offer further opportunities for 
exchange and training for early-career researchers.  For further information, please contact: Prof. Dr. Marco 
Rieckmann, President of SIIVE, marco.rieckmann@uni-vechta.de. (click back to page 6)

CCES - Conference on Access Policy of Higher Ed. (continued from page 7)

other nations.  The invited keynote speakers are the leading scholars of this field, including Prof. Zhong Binglin, 
President of Chinese Society of Education and professor of BNU; Prof. Geoff Whitty, Director Emeritus of the In-
stitute of Education, London University; Prof. Gloria Ladson-Billings from University of Wisconsin-Madison; Prof. 
Richard James, Vice President of the University of Melbourne; and Prof. Sharon Robinson, President of AACTE. 
The issue of access policies is not only a hot spot in reform of world higher education, but also an issue of uni-
versal concern. Centering around the theme of Access Policy of Higher Education, the conference was success-
ful in communicating diverse ideas, problem solving and experience sharing between international faculties of 
education. (click back to page 7)

CCES - Conference on Access Policy of Latin America Ed. (continued from page 7)

(Dean, Faculty of Education, BNU); and Prof. Li Jiayong (Vice Dean, Faculty of Education, BNU) . Prof. Gu 
Mingyuan gave the seminar’s opening speech and Vice President Chen Guangju extended his warm welcome 
to all the participants. Prof. Xu Shicheng, an invited keynote speaker, gave a speech on the development of pol-
itics, economy, society, and foreign relations in Latin America. Dr. Torres, another keynote speaker, delivered a 
speech entitled, “Higher Education Reform and Globalization in Latin America: Higher Education and Dilemmas 
of Post-neoliberalism in Educating the Global Citizen.” (click back to page 7)

mailto:marco.rieckmann%40uni-vechta.de?subject=
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Beijing Normal University - Masters Program (continued from page 9)

financial support from the Chinese Government, is designed to enhance educational and cultural exchange 
between China and other countries, and to train talented individuals who can contribute to globalization and in-
ternationalization in the fields of educational management, leadership and policy-making worldwide.
The Master Program in Educational Leadership and Policy (Comparative Education) for International Students is 
modeled on the core-course system designed by the Institute of International Education at Stockholm University. 
This system has a proven track record of effectiveness in training for over 30 years, and the program at BNU is 
focused on a series of contemporary educational topics that are relevant to all countries, especially developing 
nations. These include promoting educational equality, high quality education, and education for sustainable 
development and ICT education. With the rich international resources at the Beijing Normal University, it has a 
strong team of faculty members, and aims to offer a high quality and world-class international program. 
Deadline for Chinese Government Scholarship Application: March 1st, 2014
Deadline for Program Application: June 15th, 2014
For more information about the international MA programs, please visit: www.compe.cn. For more information 
about the application procedure, please visit: www.bnulxsh.com/graduate or contact Dr. LIU Min at intlmaedu@
bnu.edu.cn. (click back to page 9)

Beijing Normal University - Ph.D. Program (continued from page 9)

with generous financial support from the Chinese Government, is designed to train talented individuals who can 
contribute to globalization and internationalization in the fields of educational management, leadership and policy 
worldwide, and enhance educational and cultural exchange between China and other countries.
The program at BNU is focused on a series of contemporary issues of educational management, leadership and 
policy that are relevant to all countries, especially developing nations, as well as international organizations. With 
the rich international resources of the Institute of International and Comparative Education at the Beijing Normal 
University and the Institute of International Education at Stockholm University, it has a strong team of faculty 
members, and aims to become a high quality and world-class international program.
We sincerely welcome students from countries across the world to apply for this international program, to create 
multiple and proactive cultural atmosphere, and to promote development of educational management, leader-
ship, and policy worldwide.
Deadline for Chinese Government Scholarship Application: March 1st, 2014
Deadline for Program Application: June 15th, 2014
For more information about the international PhD programs, please visit: www.compe.cn. For more information 
about the application procedure, please visit: www.bnulxsh.com/graduate or contact Dr. LIU Min at intlmaedu@
bnu.edu.cn. (click back to page 9)

Book - Comparative Education Research. Bray, Adamson & Mason (from page 9)

Approaches and methods in comparative education are of obvious importance, but do not always receive ade-
quate attention. This second edition of a well-received book, containing thoroughly updated and additional ma-
terial, contributes new insights within the long-standing traditions of the field.
A particular feature is the focus on different units of analysis. Individual chapters compare places, systems, times, 
cultures, values, policies, curricula and other units. These chapters are contextualised within broader analytical 
frameworks which identify the purposes and strengths of the field. The book includes a focus on intra-national 
as well as cross-national comparisons, and highlights the value of approaching themes from different angles. 
As already demonstrated by the first edition of the book, the work will be of great value not only to producers of 
comparative education research but also to users who wish to understand more thoroughly the parameters and 
value of the field.  (click back to page 9)

Book - Unsafe Gods. Davies (from page 9)

Unsafe Gods makes the compelling argument that religion can be complicit in conflict and that a new secularism 
is vital to foster security. Using insights from complexity science, it shows how dynamic secularism can be used 
to accommodate diverse faiths and beliefs within worldly politics.  
Exploration of the interplay of religion and education in the context of security and notions of safe schools offers 
new understandings of how religions learn – or instead remain frozen accidents that hinder societies from adapt-
ing to change. The book shows how turbulence and amplification underscore the necessity for an education that 
is critical even of patriarchal religious texts and that recognizes the power of satire and humour. (click back to page 9)
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